CENSUS 2000

GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

Iracking lransportation irends in alomeda counlty
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Transit Gained on the Automobile
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As the local ogency
responsible for congestion
management in Alomeda
County, the Congestion
Management Agency
(CMA) strategically plans,
funds and implements
projects and programs
for highway and transit
expansion, local road
improvements, iransit
maintenance ond
improvements to bicycle
and pedestrian focilities.




continued frorm previous page

programs like the one in Alameda County,
Capital investment prionty has also shifted to
transit. Transit gains in the West also reflect
the mcreasing ime and stress associated with
commuting on freeways that are the most

congested in the nation.

Alameda County Residents Commuting by Transit: 1990-2000

“aTransit Share

Jurisdiction 1990 1990-2000
Alamedo 12.1 15.7 29 8
Albany 146.5 19.4 11.8
Berkeley 15.2 18.6 22.4
Dublin 2.0 5.4 170.0
Emeryville 12.9 12.0 47 3
Fremont 4.5 5.0 111
Hayward 7.8 6.8 -12.8
Livermore 1.5 3:3 120.0
Newark 3.4 3.4 —
Oakland 17.9 17.4 -2.8
Pleasanton 1.6 4.9 206.3
San Lleandro 92 10.2 10.9
Union City 6.7 6.3 -6.0
Countywide 10.0 10.6 6.0

Source; MTC and the LS, Census

Transit Ridership Since 2000

Transit ridership in Alameda Counly has
declined in tandem with employment since the
high-tech boom faded in 2001.

} AC Transit's ridership declined 2.4 per-
cent from 2001 to 2002, after increas-
ing 11,5 percent from 1995 to 2001

=3 BART ridership declined 6.5 percent,
after increasing nearly 35 percent from
1995 through 2001.

"ﬂ} The ACE commuter train declined 12.4
percent, after increasing a notable
82 5 percent from 1999 to 2001,

*} LAVTA ridership declined two percent
after increasing an astounding 124
parcent from 1995 ta 2001.
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The downtrend experienced by each operator
mirrors the intensity of the economic adjust-
ment that occurred in its home markel, It also
reflects fare and service adjustments the oper-
ators had to make in order to balance their
budgets.

More Time in Traffic

In 1990, the average Bay Area commuter
could get to work: in about 25 minutes. But by
2000, the average had risen to more than 29
minutes—an increase of almost 15 percent
Obviously something changed, in Alameda
County in particular, and in the region as a
whole,

What Happened Between 1930

and 20007

The decisive factor seems o have been the
commuting equivalent of the Perfect Storm,
created by the combined impact of the New
Economy employment boom, increasing con-
gestion, skyrocketing housing prices and low
martgage interest rates.

Low interest rates created a buying opportunity
for would-be home owners, while sky-high
housing prices forced many first-time buyers
to focus their housing search in outlying areas
where homes are generally more affordable,
For many, the result was a longer commute
and increased travel time.

Some of the new. multi-county commutes —
indicating the distance that many first-time
homebuyers have to drive in order to secure
home ownership at an affordable price—
inciude:

'} From the Livermore Valley to the
West Bay;

3 From Clayton and Brentwood to
Qakland and San Francisco;



The 10 Most Congested Corridors in Alameda County

"”}-‘ From Tracy and Modesta to the
East Bay and the Silicon Valley
Much of the resulting increase in freaway co
geshion occurmed al metropalitan gateways—ihe
Altamont Pass, the Sunol Grade, the Caldecott
Tunngl, the three transbay bridges, the Albany

farmows and Dixon Landing. Congestion at suct

ncrease in Alameda County

Congestion Since 2001

Both employment and congestion increased in
Alameda County through the year 2001, despits
sigrificant job losses in San Francisco and the

Silicon Valley

San Francisco Bay

In 2002, the recession spread to Alameda
County, producing the first year-to-year decline
in congested delay since the CMA began track

ing freeway congestion trends

(1) westbound 180, Willow Ave. 1o Bay Bridge

@ southbound 880, Thornton to Mowry,/Stevenson o Dixon Landing Read
@ eastbound L580, Hopyard to west of El Charre Road

(@) westbound 1580, Vasco Read to Airway

@ southbound K580, Sunol Read in Pleasanton to SR 252 in Freman!

(&) southbound SR 84, Newark Blvd. to Dumbarton Bridge toll ploza

@ eastbound 180, 1-580 to Gilman

(@) northbound 1880, Fremont fo Tennyson

® northbound 880, 1/4 mile south of HOV offxamp to Bay Bridge toll plaza
eastbound SR 24, 5R 13 to Caldecatt Tunnel

: moming

evening
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Looking at 2003 top 10 congested corridors
shows that once the tech bubble burst
increased congestion was most likely to be
2xpenenced n corndaors where housir |_1_'I_ starts
and housing sales remained vigorous despite
the recession. These cormidors were particularly f
notable along 1-580 in the Livermore Valley and Mlyicopacty:

along State Ro

confirms the continuing pull that affordable
nousing has exerted over location choices and

commuting patterns.
5 b

WHY ARE OUR FREEWAYS SO CONGESTED?

~% An engineer might emphasize the increasing =3 An economist might say we have every
mismatch between traffic volumes and high- incentive to drive because freeways are free.

% An environmentalist would get right down to

ite 4 in Contra Costa Courity. =% A planner might focus on sprawling settle- earth and say, "It's because parking is free.”
NCreasing r'-"||;.__!r_af-.l_ on in these -_'-:"-rr|:1{'r';. H'IHI'I! Pﬂﬁﬂl‘ﬁi Ihﬂl‘ m&kﬁ ll'ﬂnsil |1I:|rd Tﬂ‘ use,

~% A doctor might say, “The cure could be

=% A geographer might say it's our topography worse than the disease.”
that focuses iraffic in a few main corridors,
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The CMA's governing board is

composed of elected officials

representing all of the " ¥ " AN ON-GOING SUCCESS STORY—
governments and major transit : THE -680 HOV LANE

agencies in Alameda CIDLJFIt}"- In 2001, Interstate-680 between State Routes Recent studies have shown that combining a
84 and 237—commaonly known as the Sunal HOV lane wilh a high occupancy toll (HOT)

You are reading the ffth Grade—was Alameda County’s third-worst lane provides even more benefits than a
L e editi f Mobilli bottleneck. A year later, congestion and delay carpoal-only lane and is physically, operational-
the CMA | tact hon o J'D" had been reduced by nearly 60 percent and v and financially feasible. Motorists pay a fee
I\ M) ASpE ‘8| c : 1 1

R it Pubhshad by fis the cormidar has dropped to the fifth most o use a faster moving HOT lane, Carpool

G S Gounty G congested location in the county drivers share the combined lane, but they

trave] for free
| CA The CMA is the local _

CALA Give credit to an added HOV lane that allows

1333 Brgadwayl Suite 220 agency rﬂﬁpﬂnﬁblﬂ for carpoots and vanpools to bypass southbound

Qakland, CA 94612 Plﬂl'il'iil'lg ':GUI'II}"\"I"idH congestion, reducing delay by almast 5,000
' - “

improvements in highways,

streets and mass transit.

wehicle hours and cuthing travel ime by roughly

20 minutes. Without the project, moming con

gestion would extend from 5:45 a.m. o almaost

The mr in uﬂopﬂrﬂﬂon 11:00 a.n Electronic fee collection would maximize the
i number of commuters who can use the HOV

with other local and

lane without impairing its ability to operate
Web: accma.ca.gov regional ogencies, deter-

Tel: 510.83
10.83

Fax: 0.
1 smoothly and efficiently for carpools. The fee
Email: mail@accma.ca.gov mines which projects ! " would be moderate when the HOV lane is light
deserve investment priority Iy used; it would increase as crowding begins
L ' ) to slow the speed at which carpools can travel
Experts call this innovative approach "value

pricing

tributing Writer David Jones

Editor Robyn Anderson

Phase Il of the project will entail construction of  Further analysis will be needed before any final
Design and Production MIG, Inc. a northbound HOV lane to reduce congestion decision can be reached, but CMA planners
during the afternoon peak, believe the Sunol Grade offers a promising

location for a first Bay Area HOT lane demon-

MOBILITYMONITORZ004 stration project.



